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EXALTED RULER MESSAGE 
As the holiday season moves into the rear-view mirror, it’s a good time to 
step back and appreciate the good work our lodge does at this time of the year.  The spirit 
of giving has a year-round presence at the Bloomsburg Elks Lodge, but there is 
something special about the Christmas season.  This year, two projects serve as examples 
of our service to the community and those in need. 
Our local Veterans Committee partnered with the Wilkes Barre VA Medical Center to 
provide financial support for two critical veteran’s programs.  One program was 
developed to serve the specific social and therapeutic needs of female veterans.  Our 
donation will help sponsor outreach and in-house activities to an often overlooked 
population.  Additional donations were provided to the homeless veterans program at the 
center.  Our donations will be utilized to sponsor activities and the provision of comfort, 
hygiene, food and clothing items. Gift bags were also provided to 60 disabled veterans at 
the VA and local nursing facilities.   
A second project deserving mention was our Holiday Canned Food Drive.  This project 
was seeded by a $1000 Freedom Grant from the Elks National Veterans Committee.  
Donation bins were provided in six locations around town.  Grant funds and local 
donations provided 1,362 food items to be shared with veterans experiencing food 
insecurity.  Generous donations from within our lodge accounted for nearly 350 food 
items. Volunteers also helped with pick-up and delivery of every can. 
I continue to be overwhelmed by the generosity demonstrated by the Charity Committee 
and the members of Lodge 436.  Our giving is impressive on a large scale, and also 
appreciated on an individual level.  Our lodge continues to impact people’s lives in a 
positive way.  Keep up the good work! 
Jim Krause 

LODGE MEETINGS 

Tuesday Evening, January 6, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 
The following members will be proposed for Life Membership in the Bloomsburg Elks as 
they have been members for a period of not less than 30 consecutive years. At the 2022 
Grand Lodge Convention, held in Atlanta, GA, Section 14.260, the age requirement, (65) 
was removed as a requirement for Life Membership. The following members have met 
the requirement of not less than 30 consecutive years and will be proposed for Life 
Membership in the Bloomsburg Elks: James J. Carey, Emil T. Moskovich, John A. Panko, 
Kichael R. Rupert, Thomas C. Vought and for the transaction of any such business which 
may come before the Lodge. 
Tuesday Evening, January 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
New member Information & Instruction  
Tuesday Evening, January 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.  

Initiation of New Members. A ballot will be taken on the members who were proposed 
for Life Membership in the Bloomsburg Elks at the January 6, 2026 Lodge meeting and 
for the transaction of any such business which may come before the Lodge.  

Tuesday Evening, February 3, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 



Past Exalted Rulers Night and Nomination of Officers for the 2026-2027 Lodge Year. 

All Past Exalted Rulers and members are invited by Exalted Ruler James Krause to attend 
this special night. Past Exalted Rulers will be filling the Lodge Chairs during the meeting. 

Nomination of Officers for the 2026-2027 Lodge year will be held for the following 
offices: Exalted Ruler, Esteemed Leading Knight, Esteemed Loyal Knight, Esteemed 
Lecturing Knight, Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee, for Three Years. Delegate to the State 
Convention, and Alternate Delegates to the National and State Convention. 

Tuesday Evening, February 17, 2026, 6:00 p.m. 
Maryruth Wagner, Chair of the Americanism Committee and the rest of the Committee 
will be presenting the Awards to the winners of this year’s Americanism Contest. All 
members are welcome to attend.   

Tuesday Evening, February 17, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
The Election of Officers will be held for the 2026-2027 Lodge Year, that were nominated 
at the February 3, 2026 Lodge Meeting. And for the transaction of any other such 
business that may come before the Lodge. 

Tuesday Evening, March 3, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 

For the transaction of any such business that may come before the Lodge. 

Tuesday Evening, March 17, 2026 7:00 p.m. 

For the transaction of any such business that may come before the Lodge. 

In Memoriam 
Thomas J. Evans, Jr.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Initiated: March 4, 1971 
Died: October 24, 2025 

Frank A. Pypiak 
Initiated: October 17, 2006 
Died: November, 1, 2025 

E. Rube Rider, PER 
Initiated: June 20, 1963 
Exalted Ruler 1973-1974 
Died: November 18, 2025 

Ronald M. DeMelfi 
Initiated: March 17, 1964 
Died: November 21, 2025 

Ronald W. Long 
Initiated: June 5, 1980 
Died: November 30, 2025 

2026-2027 Membership Dues 



Membership dues will remain the same for 2026-2027 Lodge year at $68.00 for a 
Regular Member and $48.00 for a Life Member. The breakdown of the membership dues 
is: $31.00 per member to Grand Lodge for expenses and operations, the Elks Magazine, 
and General Liability Insurance, for a total of $31.00 per member that must be sent to 
Grand Lodge by April 30, 2026. The PA Elks State Association dues are $3.00 per 
member which must also be paid by April 30, 2026. This brings the total to $34.00 of 
each member’s dues are sent to the Grand Lodge and the Pennsylvania Elks State 
Association. The Bloomsburg Elks membership dues before the per capita to the Grand 
Lodge and the PA Elks State Association is $34.00 per Regular member and $14.00 per 
Life member.  
The new key card for 2026-2027 will be ORANGE in color and will work in the door 
card lock immediately. On April 1, 2026 the door card lock will be changed to only 
accept the new ORANGE key card. 
Dues notices will be sent out by the middle of January 2026. 

From the Desk of the Secretary 
Our current membership at this writing is 821 with 12 candidates awaiting initiation, 
which will occur on January 20, 2026, bringing our total to 833. Our current delinquent 
list is at 58 members whom have not yet paid their 2025-2026 lodge year membership 
dues. Please note that Bloomsburg Lodge has already paid the Grand Lodge Per Capita 
and the PA Elks State Association of $34.00 for these members back in April 2025 for a 
total cost, out of our operating budget of $1,972.00. Final notices will go out to these 
members in March. Please check you membership cards. We are hoping that we do not 
have to drop any of our members this year for non-payment-of dues. Our goal as always 
is to have zero lapsation and to maintain a membership of over 800, but we are going to 
need some help.   

Members, if you know if there are any of our members who are in a nursing home or 
assisted living facilities please notify the Lodge Secretary by e-mail or leave a message 
with the bartender. We would also like to know where they are. We are missing some of 
our fellow members and their status mostly due to lack of communication. It has been the 
policy of Bloomsburg Lodge to cover the membership dues of any member that is in that 
situation.      

It would be great if attendance at the Lodge meetings would increase. The more members 
in attendance, the better the meeting. Meetings usually only last about 45 minutes or less. 
As always if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at the Lodge or you 
can leave a message with the bartender if I’m not in and I will call you back, or you can 
send me an e-mail at bpoe436@verizon.net. 
   

Old Timers Night and All Committee/Volunteer Appreciation Night 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 Starting at 5:00 p.m.  

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend this year’s Old Times Night and All 
Committee/Volunteer Appreciation Night. All members are invited to join in this special 
evening, when we honor the members who have attained 25 year and 50 year 
memberships during this Lodge year. During this event we will also be presenting the 
“Officer of the Year” and “Elk of the Year” awards.  

mailto:bpoe436@verizon.net


Dinner and draft beer is free to ALL members of Bloomsburg Lodge with their paid up 
membership card.  
The following members attained their 25-year membership during this the 2025-2026 
Lodge Year: Robert E. Barton, Elizabeth A. Dawson and Florian R. James.  

The following members attained their 50-year year membership during this the 
2025-2026 Lodge Year and will also be our special guest: John R. Angus, H James Hock, 
Thomas A. James, Robert G. Kocher, Dennis Laubach, Rodney D, Morgan, Harry W. 
Neufer, and Steven L. Strausser. 

Let's make this a special night for all of you members. It is a great night to renew old 
friendships, relive the old days and look to the future. 

From the Sportsman’s Party Committee 
The 28th Sportsman’s Annual Party is scheduled for Sunday, February 22, 2026. It will be 
held at the Espy Fire Hall. Tickets are available at the bar. There will only be 300 tickets 
sold and will be $50.00 each.  

From the Board of Directors 
Take-Out fish dinners on Friday’s during Lent will be starting on February 27, 2026 from 
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Dine in or take out. 
Want to see what’s happening or send us some news: Bloomsburg Elks News e-mails, or 
you can call the club at 570-784-1564 for event updates.  
Please also check out our new Facebook page Bloomsburg Elks Lodge 436, our website: 
Bloomsburgelks.org and our email bloomelksmedia436@gmail.com 

Business Hours 
Monday-Sunday 11:00 a.m. to10:00p.m. 
(or later if business warrants at bartenders discretion) 
Lunch 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
 
Living Past Exalted Rulers of Bloomsburg Lodge 
1980-1981	 C. David Case 
1983-1984	 James F. Michael, Jr. 
1984-1985	 Richard L. Ward, Jr. 
1987-1988	 Richard G. Rhone 
1988-1989	 Kenneth N. Weaver 
1989-1990	 John C. Penman 
1994-1995	 Michael R. Rupert 
1996-1997	 Merle A. Barnes 
1997-1998	 David Spiwak 
1999-2000	 Christopher E. Davis 
2002-2003	 Mary F. Ward 
2004-2005	 Carol K. Gerber 
2007-2008	 Christopher E. Davis 
2008-2009	 Richard L. Ward, Jr. 
2009-2011	 Jan E. Bryan-Davis 
2011-2012	 Karl O. Rickmers 
2013-2014	 Matthew J. Ritter 
2017-2018	 Karl O. Rickmers 
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2020-2021	 Virginia D. Kocher 
2021-2022	 Terry Lehman 
2023-2024   	 Samuel D. Haynes 
2024-2025	 Gisele G. Tobin 

Members of Bloomsburg Lodge who are Past Exalted Rulers of another Lodge 
1973-1974	 Kenneth L. Woodruff, Sr.,Danville Lodge #754 
1987-1988	 James E. Hack, Danville Lodge #754 
1991-1992	 Larry P. Knorr, Danville Lodge #754 
1992-1993	 Franklin G. Wilson, Danville Lodge #754 
2002-2004	 Kevin L. Brouse, Danville Lodge #754 
2004-2005 	 John G. Hoy, Danville Lodge #754 
2010-2011	 Christy M. Worhach, Berwick Lodge #1138 
2020-2021  	 Theresa M. Harris, Berwick Lodge #1138 

Cyber News 

The Pennsylvania Elks State Association has resurrected The Pennsylvania Elk 
newsletter. It’s now called the PENNSYLVANIA ELK ONLINE. You can find it online at 
www.thepaelk.us. You need a password to read the newsletter. The password is bpoe. 

Veterans Service Committee 

The Veterans Service Committee was busy again during the last three months. The 
Committee was able to bring the Veterans from the Wilkes-Barre VA down to the 
Bloomsburg Fair. We provided a box lunch and tickets into the fair and the American 
Legion provided each Veteran with $50.00 spending money. The Committee also 
provided dinner for the Vets at the Orangeville Manor on Veterans Day and prepared 
Christmas presents for 60 of the Vets at the Wilkes-Barre VA. The presents were 
delivered to the VA and were much appreciated.  

Youth Activities 

The Youth Activities Committees held their third Soccer Shoot in September and the 
Hoop Shoot which was held on January 4th had 16 participants. Turn-out was not great 
but everyone had a good time. At both events the kids were treated to Napp’s Pizza which 
went over very well! 

Lodge Officers for 2025-2026 

Exalted Ruler………………….…….James K. Krause 
Esteemed Leading Knight……………John C. Pollard	   
Esteemed Loyal Knight…………....Thomas W. Martz  
Esteemed Lecturing Knight………… 
Secretary.............................James F. Michael, Jr., PER 
Assistant Secretary…………………..Denise A. Stone 
Treasurer………………………….Misty M. Chapman 
Esquire……….................Angela A. Augustine-Beaver 
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Tiler……………………………… Glenn D. Titman, II 
Inner Guard………………………James E. Hack, PER 
Organist……………………………… Dale F. Michael 
Trustee for 1 year…………………...Kathleen A. Lynn 
Trustee for 2 years………..….Samuel D. Haynes, PER 
Trustee for 3 years……………...Gisele G. Tobin, PER 

Bar Book 
Did you sign the Bar Book? A member’s name is drawn each day and if the member has 
signed the Daily Bar Book they win! The Bar Book is $1.00 to sign and is progressive up 
to $500.00. If no one hits then a second progressive bar book is started and a second 
name drawn. You need to only sign once to be included if there is more than one payout. 
The following is a list of members whose names have been drawn from October 7, 2025 
to December 31, 2025. If there is a * following the name they were a winner. Is your 
name on the list? 
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